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NATIONAL EVENTS REGIONAL EVENTS
You find nature hard at work here, Afghanistan & i | The Federal Highway Administration
. . . . . Iraq Wars in cooporation with the
sometimes in discord and at other times in harmony. 200 Arizona Department of Transportation,
. Nevada Department of Transportation,
Desert scorches yet river cools National Park Service, Reclamation, and the
. . Persian Gulf War il e Western Area Power Administration
while water and wind carve canyon and crag. planned and built the Hoover Dam Bypass Project.
— ies acknowledged the need for
. .. . a highway bypass of Hoover Dam.
The sun and wind joined with sand and rock 3
. . e Benjamin Siegel opened the Flamingo Hotel
tomakea Place where few plants or animals can live. Vietnam War 2 launching development of the Las Vegas Strip.
. . —_
Hardy desert dwellers migrate through the deserts and hills < Basic Magnesium Inc. built the defense plant
seeking the few precious sources of food and water. Korean War I 1950 © south of Las Vegas.
B The U. S. Bureau of Reclamation and
-g, L Six Companies, Inc. planned and built Hoover Dam
-t T which also extended U. S. 93 into Arizona.

The harsh desert and deep canyon

U. S. Congress repealed national prohibition.

made traveling through here almost impossible. G'?EIE ] . ) '
Depression 5! Nevada Legislature legalized gambling.
. . . e
Indians and pioneers bypassed this place 1 1= Sen. William A. Clark built the SPLASL Railroad
to use easier crossings upstream and down. Wwi = and bought the Las Vegas Ranch to establish the
_— g townsite of Las Vegas.
Spanish & Helen Stewart acquired
_>panis 190 and expanded the Las Vegas Ranch.
American War 9
= “"\ . John Wesley Powell explored the Colorado
* American - River by rowboat through the Grand Canyon.
westward
expansion -_— Octavius D. Gass established the Las Vegas
[ Ranch at the abandoned Mormon fort.
=
Dot o Edward F. Beale’s U. S. Army camel experiment
- . accidently encountered George A. Johnson’s
-
H E steamboat expedition at the Mohave Trail
W T cx crossing of the Colorado River.
) 185 e L william Bringhurst established the Mormon
_Mexlcan i % fort and mission near Las Vegas Springs.
American War |l o
—_t James Turnbull launched the
Future site of ~ first steamboat on the Colorado River.
[$)
Hoover Dam e John C. Fremont explored the West for
'y f;f e & f = the U. S. Army and mapped Las Vegas Springs.
i »
%‘éo o M ‘I_}'}ﬁ_—ﬁ-’; o .l‘ s - P I— Antonio Armijo established the Old Spanish
o ) 7 i Trail from Santa Fe to Los Angeles.
~ g Warof 1812w __|
e T Jedediah Smith trail-blazed as a trapper
P ‘ O N E E R TR A| LS and fur trader across the West
. 180 and along the Colorado River.
OF THE SOUTHWEST circa1870
»——— Native Americans have lived along the
- H Colorado River for over 10,000 years.
'

BYPASSED P!

of Emptiness & Promise

Long ago, this place gave no reason to travel or settle here;
it was neither a passage nor a destination.

The barren deserts and stony hills at Black Canyon had
no precious minerals to mine or rich land to farm.

Today, while you speed through this no-place,
think of those heroes who first dared to blaze the trail.
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Mike O’Callaghan - Pat Tillman Memorial Bridge



